State Doctoral Examination (KAR/SZZD) and thesis defense 2025/2026
According to the Examination Rules, State Doctoral Exam (KAR/SZZD) takes place first, then defense of the main propositions in dissertation; the defense of the dissertation takes place on a different date.
The application for the State Doctoral Exam must be submitted six weeks before the planned exam. The State Doctoral Exams usually take place in mid-February (the application must be submitted before the end of November) and in mid-June (the application must be submitted before the end of March) at the Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Arts, UWB (Sedláčkova 15).
The following deadlines apply to the academic year 2025/2026: 

· State Doctoral Exams will take place in mid-February 2026, applications are submitted by the end of November 2025.
· State Doctoral Exams will take place between 8th and 12th June 2026, applications are submitted by the end of March 2026.
Application for State Doctoral Exam and defense of dissertation proposal
The student may submit an application for the State Doctoral Examination if he/she has fulfilled all subjects in accordance with Article 76 (1) of the Study and Examination Regulations of UWB in Pilsen, has demonstrated foreign language knowledge in accordance with Article 85 (2) and has fulfilled all other potential study obligations established by the individual study plan.
The following must be submitted to the Student Office (to Mrs. Tvrdá) by the relevant date: 
1. Application for the State Doctoral Exam and defense of dissertation propositions with a statement by the supervisor (the form can be found in the section concerning doctoral study on the Department’s website)
2. Dissertation proposal
The dissertation proposal contains the definition of basic research methods, the current state of knowledge of the researched topic and the aims of the dissertation (see the Instruction of the Vice-Dean for Study No. 1/2013, available at http://ff.zcu.cz/study/studijni-predpisy/pokyny-prodekana-pro-studium.html). 
Thesis proposal has the following structure at the Faculty of Philosophy and Arts, and contain the following: 
· Objective of PhD thesis including hypotheses and research questions

· Methodological framework of the dissertation

· Current state of knowledge on the issue researched

· Characteristics of used sources (data) and implementation of research

· Brief summary of research results to date

· A brief overview of the results of field research, practical training or foreign research study stays carried out to date

· A list of sources and literature that have been used to date for research

Proposal of the dissertation is submitted by the student in the length of 25-35 standardized pages of text (the list of sources and literature is not included in this amount). The graphic layout of the dissertation proposal must comply with the standards for theses at the University of West Bohemia (e.g. http://www.ff.zcu.cz/study/informace-pro-studenty/posledni-rocniky/zaverecna-prace) or use the template on https://kar.zcu.cz/en/study.php#phd. The dissertation proposal, bound with a spiral binding, is submitted by the student in three copies, and is also submitted in electronic form (on CD, DVD). The electronic version should be sent to dr. Chroustovský (chrousto@kar.zcu.cz).
3. Summary of publication activity confirmed by the supervisor.

4. Supervisor’s report on the student’s academic activity. 
Upon agreement with the supervisor, the student proposes five thematic areas for the state doctoral examination in the field of archaeological theory, methodology or knowledge of a specific period in the past based on archaeological sources, the defense of which will form the main portion of the state doctoral examination. The set of argument-based propositions for each of the topics should be 2-3 pages (including a list of basic literature that has been mastered).
Topics must be sent in electronic form (a template is available at https://kar.zcu.cz/en/study.php#phd) to the Secretary for Doctoral Study Programs (chrousto@kar.zcu.cz) one month before the state exam. These areas will be submitted in electronic form to the State Doctoral Examination Board for assessment; they will be presented in printed form at the examination. On the day of the examination, the commission selects one of the topics, the student presents his / her dissertation propositions, and supports them with arguments; a professional debate is also held. The commission recommends that students choose specific topics rather than general topics. Furthermore, it is not recommended to select topics that are closely linked to the dissertation.
The Commission for the State Doctoral Examination and defense of dissertation propositions (since the academic year 2024/2025): 
doc. PhDr. Pavel Vařeka, Ph.D. (chair)
doc. PhDr. Luboš Jiráň, CSc. (vice-chair)
prof. PhDr. Martin Gojda, CSc., DSc. (vice-chair)

Mgr. Michal Ernée, Ph.D., DSc.
doc. PhDr. František Gabriel, Ph.D. 
Mgr. Jan Hasil, Ph.D.
doc. Mgr. Ondřej Chvojka, Ph.D.

doc. PhDr. Rudolf Krajíc, CSc. 

PhDr. Martin Kuna, CSc., DSc.

doc. Mgr. Petr Květina, Ph.D.
doc. Mgr. Lenka Lisá, Ph.D.

Prof. Mgr. Jiří Macháček, Ph.D.
Mgr. Jan Mařík, Ph.D.
Doc. PhDr. Miroslav Popelka, CSc.
doc. PhDr. Vladimír Salač, CSc.
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