Dissertation defense in academic year 2025/26
According to the Examination Rules, the State Doctoral Exam takes place first, then defense of the main propositions of the dissertation; the defense of the dissertation takes place on a different date (see Study and examination regulations of the University of West Bohemia, dated 13 July 2017). 
The application for the defense must be submitted two months before the planned defense. The defense usually takes place in mid-June (the application must be submitted before mid-April) and in the mid-February (the application must be submitted before the end of November). The Defense takes place at the Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Arts, UWB (Sedláčkova 15). The following deadlines apply to the academic year 2025/2026: 
· Defenses will take place in mid-February 2026, applications are submitted by the end of November 2025.
· Defenses will take place between 8th and 12th June 2026, applications are submitted by 8th April 2026.
Requirements for dissertations
· Affidavit that the usual practices of academic work will be upheld (statement on intellectual property or copyright, which is contained in a separate statement after the half-title page of the dissertation. For example: “I have written this dissertation by myself and have marked used sources in a way that is common for an academic thesis.” + date and signature of the doctoral student) 
· Introduction in which the topic of the dissertation is listed, 

· Theoretical standpoints including the present state of knowledge in Czech and international contexts,
· Aim of the dissertation and the working hypothesis,

· Scientific methods of research that are used,
· The author’s own results of the dissertation including original and non-published results of the student’s research or results accepted for publication, 
· contributions that the dissertation offers, 
· recommendation for possible additional steps in research, 
· conclusion with a summary of important results of research, 
· summary (resumé) of the dissertation in Czech, English and one other world language, 

· list of literature used
· list of the student’s published works and their reception
· Approximate dissertation length: 120-150 standardized pages (60 x 30 x 120 = 216,000 characters – 60 x 30 x 150 = 270,000 characters), minimum length is 60 standardized pages and the maximum is 250 standardized pages of the author’s own text (i.e. not counting appendices, tables, image documentation, and catalogues)

· Format: A4
· Number of copies: 2 in hard copy (1 copy will be returned to the student). 
· See the example of the cover, title and half-title page (name and surname of the author and year is printed on the spine of the dissertation) on the Department of Archeology’s website (https://www.kar.zcu.cz/phd.php).
Requirements for the dissertation synopsis:

Contents of the dissertation synopsis:

· Introduction describing the topic of the dissertation and its intention, 

· goal of the dissertation, 
· methodology for dealing with the topic, 

· description of the contents of the dissertation,

· conclusion summarizing attained results, 

· list of the most important titles of literature used (max. 20),
· list of the doctoral student’s published works, 
· a one-page abstract in English and one other world language should be attached to the dissertation
· Length: max. 20 pages (20 x 30 x 60 = 36 000 characters).
· Format: A4.
· Number of copies: 10 hardcopies + 1 electronic.
· See the example on the Department of Archeology’s KAR website (https://www.kar.zcu.cz/phd.php).
· Send the electronic version to the Secretary for the Archeology Doctoral Study Programme (chrousto@kar.zcu.cz).

Applying for defense of the dissertation
The following must be submitted to the Student Office (to Mrs. Tvrdá) by the relevant date: 
· The form titled “Fill in data on dissertation”: The form is available at https://portal.zcu.cz, My study, Theses, Fill in data on dissertation – the form is filled in, saved, printed, and handed in together with the dissertation. 
At the same time, the student is required to upload an electronic version of the dissertation to the IS/STAG using this form. The thesis must be uploaded as one file in .pdf format (the name of the file contains the student’s surname). In order to convert a file to .pdf, the PDF Creator program, which is installed as a virtual printer on computers in computer laboratories on the webnet network, can be used. The user sends the text file to this printer and the resulting converted file is saved in .pdf format. 
· Part of the application for defense consists of the supervisor’s report, i.e. whether the dissertation is recommended or not recommended for defense – this must also be signed by the supervisor. 

· 2 copies of the dissertation thesis (see above; all three copies in hard copy, CD-ROM with an electronic version of the dissertation in PDF format and other files necessary for evaluation – e.g. dissertation overview, databases, graphic appendices, etc. in an envelope inserted into two copies, one of which will be archived in the university library); an affidavit that the printed and electronic contents are identical must also be submitted; 

· 10 copies of the dissertation synopsis + 1 electronic version (see above)
· Certificate of successful State Doctoral Examination; 
· Brief academic CV;
· Lists of all published and non-published works and all appearances at academic events confirmed by the supervisor (activities from the course of study must be marked separately). 
At least 14 calendar days before the defense, the dissertation, including the dissertation overview and evaluations by the dissertation’s opponents, is submitted to the Department of Archeology’s Secretariat. All commission members, the supervisor and the student receive an invitation to the defense at least 20 days before the event. The place and date of the dissertation defense are published in the place mentioned in the dissertation overview. Overviews will be sent out by the Department of Archeology (through the Secretary for the Archeology Doctoral Study Programme) no later than 20 days before the defense. The student may withdraw his/her submitted dissertation and the request to defend it throughout the preparatory process until the day the defense should be made.
The Commission for the defense of dissertations (from the academic year 2024/2025): 
doc. PhDr. Pavel Vařeka, Ph.D. (chair)
doc. PhDr. Luboš Jiráň, CSc. (vice-chair)
prof. PhDr. Martin Gojda, CSc., DSc. (vice-chair)

Mgr. Michal Ernée, Ph.D., DSc.
doc. PhDr. František Gabriel, Ph.D. 
Mgr. Jan Hasil, Ph.D.
doc. Mgr. Ondřej Chvojka, Ph.D.

doc. PhDr. Rudolf Krajíc, CSc. 

PhDr. Martin Kuna, CSc., DSc.

doc. Mgr. Petr Květina, Ph.D.
doc. Mgr. Lenka Lisá, Ph.D.

Prof. Mgr. Jiří Macháček, Ph.D.
Mgr. Jan Mařík, Ph.D.
Doc. PhDr. Miroslav Popelka, CSc.
doc. PhDr. Vladimír Salač, CSc.
